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Dear Ms Masson
Thank you for your email of 29 March 2017 to John Swinney MSP, Deputy First Minister and
Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills, on behalf of Speyside High School Parent
Council, about changes to National 5. As an official in the Learning Directorate I have been
asked to reply.
Since Mr Swinney’s appointment as Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills, the Deputy
First Minister has listened, and continues to listen, to teachers, parents, and experts from
across the sector. While a range of alternative views have been, and continue to be,
expressed by stakeholders, a consistent concern has been that mandatory unit assessment
was one factor contributing to an unintended increase in workload that impacted upon both
teachers and young people.
The Deputy First Minister has been very clear that reducing unnecessary bureaucracy and
workload, freeing up teachers to teach and learners to learn, is a key priority that needs to be
addressed in order to ensure that we can deliver the best educational experience for our
young people. The removal of mandatory unit assessment reflects proposals from teachers’
groups who felt that the cumulative impact of typically having to undertake three unit
assessments, course assignments, prelims and a final exam for each course was too great.
The decision followed discussions with the Assessment and National Qualifications Group,
the Teacher Panel and the Curriculum for Excellence (CfE) Management Board, and is part
of a package of measures designed to address unnecessary bureaucracy.
You will be aware that the Assessment and National Qualifications Group has issued
guidance on the changes to qualifications, which has been sent to all secondary school
teachers and head teachers, as well as Directors of Education.
The full guidance document is available at:
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Education/Schools/WorkingGrouponAssessmentandNQs/ANQG
Doc.
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I note your concern regarding changes to National 5. With specific regard to Recognising
Positive Achievement (RPA) and fall-back options from National 5, you will wish to note that
the Assessment and National Qualifications Group has agreed that Grade D will be extended
to include candidates who achieve between a notional 40-49% (from the current 45-49%
band). This will ensure that candidates who do not achieve at the level predicted continue to
receive credit that appropriately reflects their achievement. The grade required to pass
National 5 will not change. I am sure you will also have noted Annex B to the Assessment
and National Qualifications Group guidance.
For an interim period only, and in exceptional circumstances (where it is the view of the
teacher and head teacher, in discussion with parents and the young person concerned),
schools will be able to present candidates for both units that were formerly part of National 5
and the full revised National 5 course. In these circumstances, a candidate who achieves
less than 40% in the course assessment, and who has completed the relevant units, would
be eligible for a National 4 qualification on completion of the Added Value Unit.
Whilst mandatory unit assessments will be removed, course structures remain unchanged.
This will provide continuity for teachers in planning their teaching, whilst removing a key
cause of excessive teacher workload. The phased introduction of the new model (to
National 5 in 2017/18, Higher in 2018/19 and Advanced Higher in 2019/20) will also provide
continuity of course design for young people moving through Scotland's education system.
I trust you, and the Parent Council at Speyside High School, will find this reply helpful.
Yours sincerely
STUART MILLIGAN
Policy Officer
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